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LAW OR GRACE 





THE PHONEY ISSUE 


INTRODUCTION 


It seems as though the religious community is split into at least three 
different groups when it comes to the subject matter of law and grace: 
1) grace; 2) law; 3) law and grace. Group one states that we are under 
grace or that salvation is attained by grace, and all laws not specifical- 
ly addressed in the New Testament were done away with by Christ's 
sacrifice under the provisions of Colossians 2:14. The second group 
states that we are under the law and these groups usually have some 
form of a works righteousness plan of salvation. The third group states 
that we are saved by grace but still must obey all laws but the sacrificial 
laws. 

A major problem with these groups is that they fail to understand 
each other's position while assuming that they do understand. For ex- 
ample, the grace group says that we are saved by grace alone and al- 
lege that those who attempt to keep the law are attempting to achieve 
salvation by the following of the law. They generally refuse to accept the 
law and state that we are only bound by that which Christ and the 
apostles specifically addressed in the New Testament. 


They may state that Christ orthe Holy Spirit will place a burden upon 
your heart if some act you do is a sin. However, this position practical- 
ly nullifies the entire law, and the Old Testament as well, except as 
viewed from a historical perspective to understand the New Testament 
and to study prophecy. 


The second group includes all who believe in keeping the law in 
order to become saved. While this group may exist in the minds of men, 
they are extremely difficult to identify in society. About the only group 
that could be included might be those who practice Judaism. The posi- 
tion of this group is untenable as it nullifies the sacrifice of Christ. 
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Thethird group believes in salvation by grace and through faith, and 
at the same time believes that by being obedient to God's laws, they will 
grow in righteousness. 


THE WORD IS LAW 


What most people fail to realize is that the Bible is 66 books of law. 
One hundred percent of God's word is or deals with law. Even faith is 
law (Rom 3:27). "Law" is defined as: 


".... that which is laid, set or fixed." Webster's Dictionary, 
1st ed., 1828, Vol Il, p. 5 


The statement "In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth" is a recorded fact of God's law. When the heaven and the earth 
was created they were "laid, set or fixed," and that's the law of God. God 
said, "Let there be light, and there was light." When God said "let there 
be light," the light was "laid, set or fixed" and that's the law of God. The 
entire story of creation is a story of recorded law and it was "laid, set or 
fixed" and that's the law of God. 


These physical laws which pertain to things such as the sun, moon, 
and the stars, to include rotation of the earth, speed of light, gravity, and 
the like, are generally referred to as natural law. If these natural laws did 
not exist, nothing which was created could maintain its existence. All 
scientists acknowledge these laws and no preacher in his right mind will 
tell you that these laws were nailed to the cross. 


From creation to judgement, every word which proceeds out of the 
mouth of God is law. God made laws to control the physical planets and 
God made law concerning man's interaction with God, as well as be- 
tween men. In the beginning, by covenant, the interaction laws of God 
were given to Adam, and through his descendants they were given to 
the people and the nation of Israel -- not the entire population of the 
world. Therefore, it should be obvious that any person who was a des- 
cendant of Israel was bound by the law from birth due to a covenant 
made by God with his forefathers. 


It should be pointed out that since only the people of the nation of 
Israel were given the law, only they could violate the law. No other 
people or nation were given or knew the law unless they came into con- 
tact with the nation of Israel. 


Today, those non-Israelites coming to Christ through grace canalso 
have all of the blessings promised Israel; however, once converted by 
grace they become subject to the laws of God. It is inconceivable that 
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anyone, including God, would bring children into a family and let them 
be governed by a different set of rules than the rest of the family. If non- 
Israelites are not bound by the law, they could have knowledge of sin 
but could not sin. Put another way, if sin is transgression of the law (| 
John 3:4) and the law exists no more, then sin exists no more (Rom 7:8); 
and there is no such thing as sin, and every man can do that which is 
right in his own eyes. 


THE LAWS OF GOD 


God gave His commandments, statutes, and judgments to Adam 
and his descendants as well as to Israel as a nation. He later added the 
ordinances. In Psalms it is written: 


"The law (all laws) of the Lord is perfect restoring the soul: 
the testimony (Word) of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple. 

"The precepts (statutes) of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 
the eyes, 

"The fear (reverence) of the LORD is clean, enduring for 
ever: the judgments of the LORD are true, and righteous al- 
together. 

“More to be desired are they than gold, yea than much fine 
gold: also than honey and the honeycomb. 

"Moreover by them is thy servant warned: in keeping ofthem 
is great reward." Psa 19:7-11 


The Commandments of God are very broad and establish rules of 
conduct for man to interact with God and mankind. The statutes are an 
elaboration of the commandments as to man’s interaction with mankind. 
They include the rules for government and economics; that is they con- 
tain crime control laws, business laws, health laws, social laws, foreign 
relations, etc. The judgments are expressed as a sentence or the judge- 
ment for doing wrong. The obvious would be falling (law of gravity) and 
getting burned when touching fire. The not so obvious would be sick- 
ness for not obeying the health laws, no rain in due season for failing to: 
obey His statutes and commandments, and suffering from AIDS, VD, or 
herpes for committing adultery. The laws of ordinances or rituals were 
the religious laws of sacrifices and offerings and the ceremonies in- 
volved therewith. This law of ordinance is the law Paul referred to as the 
"law unto righteousness" in Romans 10:4. This is also the law Paul 
referred to whenever he wrote of righteousness "without the law." 
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What Is A Commandment? 

Many would agree that we are to keep the commandments listed in 
Exodus 20:2-16 and would say that there is a difference between the 
commandments and the other laws ofthe Lord. However, the word "law" 
denotes a higher classification of law than just the commandments, 
which are only a part of the "whole law." In Matthew it is recorded: 


",,. Which is the great commandment of the law?" Matt 
22:36 


By the wording we can see that a commandment is only a part of 
the "whole law." If the question would have been framed only in context 
of the ten commandments it should have read something like: 


Which is the greatest commandment of the commandments? 


However, Christ did not answer with a single commandment but 
divided the "whole law" into two divisions: 1) the Love of thy God, and 
2) the love of thy neighbor. Then Christ stated: 


"On these two commandments hangeth the whole law, 
and the (law of the) prophets." Matt 22:40 


A review of the ten commandments will reveal that the first four (Ex 
20:7-11) all fall under the first commandment given by Christ in verse 38 
of Matthew 22. The last six all fall under the second commandment given 
by Christ in verse 39 of Matthew 22. 


Notice in Matthew 22:40 that Christ stated that on these two com- 
mandments hang not only the "whole law" but also all the laws of the 
prophets. Christ did nothing more than consolidate all laws into two 
categories: 1) the Love of thy God, and 2) the love of thy neighbor. All 
commandments, statutes, judgments, and ordinances of God, as they 
pertain to human interaction with God and man, can be placed under 
one of these two categories and together they comprise the "law" of 
God. 


It should also be pointed out that the ten commandments were not 
the first laws given to man. There were thirty-four laws in effect in the 
book of Genesis which were later confirmed in the writing of Moses. 
These include the law of the sabbath, place of worship, sacrifices, clean 
and unclean foods, eating flesh and blood, parental authority, adultery, 
circumcision, fornication, licentiousness, birthright, etc. It is interesting 
to note that Genesis records few laws that Adam was subject to, but the 
fall of man in the Garden of Eden was because Adam broke the law 


which stated: "of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat" (Gen 2:17). 

There is a position that only the laws which were restated by Christ 
and the apostles in the New Testament need be followed. Their position 
seems to be that the writings of Moses and the prophets would have to 
be in the New Testament to have any validity regarding our behavior. It 
has already been pointed out that Christ stated: "On these two com- 
mandments hangeth the whole law, and the (law ofthe) ofthe prophets." 


Other than Christ Himself, John the Baptist was probably the 
greatest prophet of all times. In Matthew it is recorded of John: 


"For John said unto him (Herod), it is not lawful for thee 
to have her (daughter of Herodias)." Matt 14:4 


According to Josephus, this woman to whom John refers was the 
daughter of Aristobulus and Bernice, and grand-daughter of Herod the 
Great. She was first married to Herod Philip who was her uncle and by 
whom she had a daughter named Salome. Later she left her husband 
and lived with Herod Antipas who was her brother-in- law, who had also 
been married before to the daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia. 


John knew and understood the laws of God and when he said unto 
Herod, "it is not lawful for thee to have her," he was referring to the laws 
contained in Leviticus 18:16 and 20:21. If this law was unimportant why 
would John risk his life in admonishing Herod? If he knew that these 
laws were to be obeyed, what about the other laws in Leviticus 18 and 
20? Is it all right to uncover the nakedness of "thy daughter in law" (Lev 
18:15) because it is not restated in the New Testament? What about a 
man or a woman who approaches a beast (Lev 20:15-16)? What about 
the command in Lev 20:8 which states "And ye shall keep all my statutes, 
and do them: | am the LORD which sanctify you?" Obviously, John knew 
all the laws of Leviticus 18 and 20 and knew they were all to be obeyed. 
These laws were not nailed to the cross. 


In Romans it is recorded: 


"For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish 
without law: and as many as have sinned under law shall be 
judged by the law. 

"For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the 
doers of the law shall be justified." Romans 2:13 


It would appear that if we know the law (not just the ten command- 
ments) and do not keep it, we will still be judged by the law, and those 
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who hear and obey the law ("the doers") will be justified while those who 
simply hear the law and disregard it will not be justified. 


The Commandments 
Christ had a lot to say about the laws of God and especially the 
commandments of God. Christ stated: 


"Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least com- 
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven:" Matthew 5:17-19 


Does this mean, then, that if a person obeys the laws of man or the 
civil law of government when it conflicts with God's Word that "he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven:...?" 


What about the preachers who tell the people that it is scripturally 
sound to pay and/or receive usury (any interest)? (See index for our 
pamphlet on Usury; also the book "War Cycles/Peace Cycles" by Hos- 
kins for the effects of the usury banking system on people and nations.) 
God's word is specific on the subject of usury and plainly states that he 
who: 


".... has given forth upon usury, and has taken increase: 
shall he then live? He shall not live: He has done all these 
abominations; he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon 
him." Ez 18:13 


Most Christians express a desire to have eternal life and enter the 
kingdom of God; yet they obey not His laws or commandments. Christ 
will again ask: 


"Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, 
that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments." Matthew 19:17 


Please notice that it does not say if thou wilt enter into life, become 
saved. Does this mean that a condition to eternal life is that we keep the 
commandments? Certainly being converted or reconciled is not de- 
pendent upon keeping the commandments; however rewards and 
status within the kingdom of God may be governed by how well God’s 
commandments have been kept. Christ also said: 


"If ye love me, keep my commandments." John 14:15 
And: 


"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me:..." John 14:21 


Therefore it would follow that He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them not, he it is that loveth me not, and it then follows, If ye - 
love me not, keep not my commandments. 


Christ said basically the same thing a few verses later by stating: 
"He that loveth me not keepeth not my words...." verse 24 


To claim to love God and at the same time deny the word of His law 
is a contradiction of terms. It is simply amazing how many Christians 
"present (them)selves as servants" to man/state, and still claim to love 
God and that God loves them, when Christ specifically stated that He 
would not love or abide in those who do hot obey His commandments: 


"If a man love me, he will keep my word: and my father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him." John 14:23 


"Ifye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love;" 
John 15:10 


"And hereby we know that we know him, ifwe keep his com- 
mandments. 

"He that saith, | know him, and keepeth not his command- 
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." 1 John 2:3-4 


If Christ destroyed the law why would He specifically state that we 
are liars if we "keepeth not His commandments?" 


We are taught that whatever we ask for we shall receive; yet we have 
not been taught that we will receive little or nothing if we do not obey 
His commandments: 


"And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we 
keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleas- 
ing in his sight." 1 John 3:22 


What is pleasing in God's sight if it is not His people being obedient 
unto His Word? The above verse contains two conditions for receiving 
of Him, and they are connected with an "and," meaning both conditions 
must be met -- not just one! Yes, we do not receive of Him simply be- 
cause we ask, but because we "keep his commandments and do things 
pleasing in his sight." In addition: 


"....he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, 
and he in him." 1 John 3:24. 


And: 


"By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God, and keep his commandments. 

"For this is the love of God, that we keep his command- 
ments: and his commandments are not grievous." 1 John 5:2,3 


The Law of Ordinances 

Notice, that in Psalms 19 quoted earlier, the word "ordinance" is 
conspicuously missing. God knew the ordinances were temporary and 
would one day be lifted by the Lord Jesus Christ. God also made it quite 
clear that He took no delight in the sacrifices and offerings (Psalms 
40:6), but only ordered them as a “shadow of the good things to come" 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ -- not the "image of things" 
as were the sacrifices and offerings (Heb 10:1-3). Again the laws of God 
existed and were given to Adam and his descendants long before Moses 
came down from Mount Sinai. Even prior to that God promised He would 
multiply the seed of Abraham: 


"Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my 
charges, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws." Gen 
25:6 


It would be impossible for Abraham to obey that which did not exist. 


When God restated the laws to Moses He initially omitted the laws 
of the ordinances and it was these national, ceremonial, and ritualistic 
laws of the ordinances and offerings that was added (Gal 3:19) to the 
law at the time of Moses. Paul understood the ordinances and their pur- 
pose when he wrote: 


"Now I say this; A covenant confirmed beforehand by God, 
the law (of rituals or ordinances), which came four hundred 
years after (the promises to Abraham), doth not disannul, so 
as to make the promise of none effect, 

"For if the inheritance is of the law (of rituals), it is no more 
of promise: but God hath granted it (the inheritance) by 
promise. 

"What then is the Law (of rituals)? It was added because of 
transgression, till the seed (Christ) should come to whom the 
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promise hath been made; and it was ordained through the an- 
gels by the hand of a mediator." Gal 3:17-19 


Paul states in verse 17 that no ritualistic law can disannul the 
promise of the covenant made to Abraham and his seed (Isaac, Jacob, 
the nation of Israel at Sinai). In verse 19 Paul turns his attention to what 
is the ritualistic law and says that it was added to the national covenant 
"because of transgressions." In other words the people already had and 
knew the law or else they could not have sinned, having no knowledge 
of the law. 

The people of Israel were not righteous as was Abraham and they 
sinned or broke the laws of God, and now something else had to be 
added to the national laws "because of (their) transgressions (sins)." Of 
course, there were individual laws of sacrifice before Abraham but there 
was no mediator in the form of the priesthood, there was no temple, 
inner court, mercy seat, or candlesticks, and no systematic national sys- 
tem of worship. 

Again, please notice that the law Paul is talking about is a law that 
has been added to the existing law. (The word "law" is a broad term and 
can mean many different things to different people. This is especially 
true of the use of the word in scripture. Some Bibles recognize a dis- 
tinct difference in law and the rituals. (See Appendix A for some of these 
differences.) 

The law of ordinances was added because of sin, which is defined 
in the Bible as transgression of the law (I John 3:4). The law of rituals 
(ordinances) was added because of the sin of the nation Israel. While 
Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving the tablets of the law the people 
demanded that Aaron make for them idols of gold, and they practiced 
idolatry. When Moses returned there was a great slaughter of those who 
went into idolatry, and as a result the law of rituals or ordinances was 
added. Paul recognized and explained the purpose of the added or- 
dinances by stating: 


"So that the law (of ordinances) hath been our tutor to bring 
us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

"But now that faith is come, we are no longer under a tutor 
(the law of ordinances)." Gal 3:24-25 


The "tutor" is the ordinances of the blood sacrifices and rituals 
(again, see Appendix A). The ordinances served as a tutor (teacher) to 
bring the Israelites unto Christ, the Lamb which was slain from the foun- 
dation of the earth for the remission of our sins that we might be saved 
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from death. This is also confirmed in verse 19 where it states that the 
law of ordinances was added "till the seed should come." This law of or- 
dinances was added 430 years after the covenant with Abraham and 
was abolished by "the seed" with His sacrifice, and it is so recorded in 
Colossians where it states that the sacrifice of Christ: 


"Having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that 
was against us, which was contrary to us; and he (Christ) hath 
taken it out of the way, nailing it (the added law of ordinan- 
ces) to the cross;" Col 2:14 


Please notice the word is "ordinances." The sacrifice of Christ in no 
way blotted out the statutes, commandments, and judgments of God, 
it only blotted out the law of "ordinances" which was added. 


The law, ("ye are not under the law but under grace,") referred to by 
Paul in Romans 6:14 is an unforgiving law of ordinances -- a law that 
condemns without providing for the cleansing or forgiveness of sin. This 
type of law is a harsh law, completely without the saving grace of Christ, 
and we are not under such law (ordinances). 


This verse talks about no longer being "under the law" of the or- 
dinances, or more precisely, under bondage to sin. Until Christ came 
the keeping of the law and atonement for sin by the blood sacrifices of 
animals was a constant reminder of sin and only provided a covering 
for sin. The sacrifices did not forgive sin. However, through Christ, grace 
is a gift of God which completely forgives our sins and cleanses us from 
sin. Keeping the law will not save anyone, as being saved is a gift from 
God and cannot be earned by deeds or good works. 

Christ came, among other things, to fulfill the law of the ordinances 
and offerings, and for anyone to return to these laws is indeed to "fall 
from grace" and: 


"Of how much sorer punishment, think ye, shall he be 
judged worthy, who hath trodden under foot of the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace." Heb 10:29 


KEEPING THE LAW 


The blotting out of the ordinances does not relieve us of the respon- 
sibility to obey all the other laws of God, nor does it mean that we can 


be saved by keeping the law. All other laws are still in full force and ef- 
fect as Christ plainly stated: 


"Think not that I come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 
I came not to destroy, but to fulfil. 

"For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." 
Matt 5:17-18 


When the term "the law or the prophets" is used in scripture it refers 
tothe laws as recorded by Moses and the prophets. (See Luke 24:25,27; 
John 1:45; Acts 13:15; 24:14, 26:22) Some people attempt to use this 
passage to say that in fulfilling the law, Christ did away with the law. 
However, if Christ, in fulfilling the law, annulled the law, that would be 
the same thing as destroying the law. This is a contradiction in logic un- 
less there are types of law (commandments, statutes, ordinances, etc.). 


Christ did not come to destroy all the laws of God but He did come 
to fulfil the added law of the ordinances (temple rituals) which was our 
"tutor." With the arrival of the "Teacher' among us there was no more 
need for the law of the rituals (ordinances) and He nailed them to the 
cross (Col 2:14). 


In addition, if Christ fulfilled all of the law why would He specifically 
state that he did not come to destroy the law and in the very next verse 
that not “one jot or tittle shall....pass from the law (not just the command- 
ments), till all be fulfilled?" (Matt 5:17-18). The ten commandments reveal 
nothing to be fulfilled. In the words "thou shalt do no murder" there is 
no fulfillment. There may come a day when there shall be no murder but 
such a time was revealed by the prophets -- not in the commandment 
"thou shalt do no murder." Certainly all has not been fulfilled with the 
death and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Christ Jesus. Ages will 
come to pass before all shall be fulfilled. 


SAVED BY GRACE 


It was impossible to be saved by keeping the law in the Old Testa- 
ment and neither are there any such provisions in the New Testament. 


It is very important that the salvation issue be separated from the 
law issue. Law and grace may be compatible terms but Law and salva- 
tion or being saved simply do not belong together. The grace group has 
falsely assumed that all who attempt to obey the law are attempting to 
become saved by being obedient to the law rather than seeking salva- 
tion through faith in Christ Jesus. 


Those who advocate being saved by keeping the law are referred 
to as legalists. However, if there are those who believe this, they are dif- 
ficult to identify in society. All the people who | am aware of who attempt 
to keep the laws of God believe that being converted or reconciléd 
comes by the grace of Christ and salvation through faith in Christ. This 
controversy of being saved by grace versus being saved by keeping the 
law is a phoney issue on the part of the grace group. Besides, scripture 
teaches that there is no need for anyone to keep the law unless they 
have been saved. In Psalms it states: 


"I have called unto thee; save me, and I shall observe thy 
testimonies." Psalms 119:146 


In other words; "O Lord save me that | may keep thy testimonies 
(follow Thy writings, Thy Word, or Thy Law). This seems rather consis- 
tent with the New Testament teachings in that we are called through the 
teaching of the Gospel and we either reject or accept the calling. If we 
accept our cry would be "O Lord save me.” However, once saved our 
call should be to the Holy Spirit to strengthen us into obedience of the 
law (Romans 8:1-4). Yes, once saved we must become obedient and 
observe His testimonies. 


Being saved cannot be earned or purchased from God. The power 
to save a person is God's alone and He gives it to whom He wills: 


"For by grace ye have been saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it (being saved) is a gift of God: 

"Not of works, that no man should glory. 

"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works (keeping the law), which God afore prepared that 
we should walk in them (His laws)." Eph 2:8-10 


Paul makes it quite clear that being saved is "a gift of God" and "not 
of works." He also makes it plain that "we are.... created in Christ Jesus 
for good works...and we should walk in them (good works)." We have 
not been saved because of our good works, but having been saved we 
are to perform good works (be obedient unto His laws). Paul must have 
understood Psalms 119 where it states "I shall observe (obey) thy tes- 
timonies (laws)." 

The idea is not to work your way into being saved, but to be called 
and become saved and then to grow thereby unto salvation (Phil 2:12) 
and "press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus" (Phil 3:14). 


WHAT IS SIN? 


Most Christians would agree that we are admonished not to com- 
mit sin because of the following verses, among others: 


"Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, ..." 
Romans 6:12 


"For the wages of sin is death;..." Romans 6:23 
"He that committeth sin is of the devil;..." | John 3:8 


In order for one to know he is committing sin one must be 
knowledgeable as to what sin is. Scripture tells us a lot of things that are 
sinful, but only once does it specifically define sin: 


"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: 
for sin is the transgression of the law." | John 3:4 


Since sin is a transgression (a violation of God’s laws) one cannot 
know or commit sin except by knowing the law. Scripture plainly states 
that if there is no law there is no knowledge of sin, for "through the law 
cometh the knowledge of sin." Romans 3:20; and 7:7. 


The people and the preachers of today have blinded their eyes to 
the whole laws of God and therefore are misusing and abusing the 
provisions of grace. The following is quoted from page 16 of "The Least 
In The Kingdom," by Franklin Snook. 


"Let us also look at Gal 2:17, 'But if, while we seek to be 
justified by Christ, we ourselves are found to be transgres- 
sors of the law, is therefore Christ the minister of sin (trans- 
gression of the law)? God Forbid.’ Here we are told that if we 
transgress the law BECAUSE we are justified in Christ to make 
Christ appear the minister of sin. | say ‘appear’ because the 
acts of man’s transgression can never actually diminish from 
the finished work of Jesus the Messiah. But when any man 
states that BECAUSE he is justified in Christ he is free from 
the law, or to ignore the law, he is, for himself, making Christ 
the minister of sin. 

"Small wonder that Jesus said, 'Not every one that says unto 
Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven: but he 
that does the WILL of My Father which is in heaven. Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
Thy name? and in Thy name cast out devils? and in Thy name 
done many wonderful works? And then | will profess unto 
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them, | never knew you: depart from Me, you that work iniq- 
uity’ (live in sin, i.e., transgress the law) Matt 7:21-23. Every 
transgression of the law by professed Christians brings 
reproach upon Jesus Christ, for it shows up Christ Jesus as 
a minister of sin." 


Sin That Grace May Abound 


Then comes the problem with Romans where it states: 


"For sin (breaking the law) shall not have dominion over 
you: for ye are not under the law but under grace." Romans 
6:14 


Please notice that the issue here is not between salvation and the 
law, but between law and grace. In addition, Paul does not specifically 
state what law we are not under. Is it the law of gravity? Is it the ten com- 
mandments? Could Paul just be referring to the law of ordinances or 
ritualistic sacrifices? 


It should be observed that Paul, in verse 14, is answering a ques- 
tion contained in verse 1 which states: 


"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin (break- 
ing the law), so that grace (the gift) may abound (exceed it)?" 
Romans 6:1 


Paul responds to this question in verses 2 through 14. Again, it 
should be pointed out that being saved is not the issue in these verses. 
Paul’s first comment is "NEVER!" Paul plainly states with the word 
"never" that we are not to continue breaking the law so that grace may 
abound. His argument is that since we have died to sin, we cannot live 
in sin. When Christ died, He died by sin once and for all, therefore we 
are dead to sin and alive in Christ Jesus. Sin should no longer reign in 
our bodies: 


"For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law (of sin) but under (the law of) grace." Romans 
6:14 


Yes my friends, GRACE is a law. Grace has been "laid, set or fixed" 
by the Word (law) of God. The problem most people have with the state- 
ment "for ye are not under the law but under grace" is also contained in 
the following verse which states: 
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"What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the 
law, but under grace?" Romans 6:15 


This question arose from Paul's dissertation in verses 2 through 14, 
and Paul's answer was quite clear: 


"God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye present your- 
selves as servants unto obedience, his servant ye are whom 
ye obey; whether of sin (transgression of the law) unto death, 
or of obedience (to the laws of God) unto righteousness?" 
Romans 6:16 


Paul’s first response was the same as in verse 2, "God forbid" or 
"never!" Paul's comments are on the question contained in verse 15, 
and are recorded from Romans 6:16 through Romans 7:6, and after ex- 
plaining the question, he is again addressed with another question: 


"What shall we say then? Is the law sin?" Romans 7:7 


A better translation would be "Is the law wrong" rather than "is the 
law sin." Again Paul responds "God forbid." The law is not wrong for as 
Paul explains, without the law we could not know sin, and he concludes 
in verse 12 by saying: 


"So that the law is holy, and the commandment holy 
righteous, and good." Rom 7:12 


To these comments he addresses another question: 


"Did that which is good become death unto me?" Romans 
7:13 


Put another way, the question could be stated: "did the good (the 
law) become death to me?" Paul again responds "God forbid!" Since we 
have died with Christ we should arise as He did and come "under grace" 
even though the body is "carnal, sold under sin" (verse 14). 


The problem with the law was that it was impossible for man to obey. 
If the criteria for entering the Kingdom of God was based upon never 
sinning (breaking the law), the Kingdom would be empty. However, 
being under grace, "shall we continue in sin (break the law)" because 
we are not under the law which makes no provision for forgiveness? 
NEVER! Shall we sin (break the law) because we are now under the 
grace of Jesus Christ? NEVER! Under Christ is there no law? GOD FOR- 
BID! Does grace erase all acts of sin (breaking the law) before the acts 
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are committed and therefore no matter what we do we cannot sin? 
NEVER! Shall we commit adultery because there is no law? GOD FOR- 
BID! Shall we commit adultery because we are now under grace and 
adultery gives us pleasure? NEVER! Shall we do evil that good may 
come from it? As Paul said: "God forbid!" 

Isn't such teaching of the evil one? Isn't that the original temptation 
that Nachash (the serpent) offered Eve in the Garden of Eden with the 
words: 


"Ye shall not surely die:" Genesis 3:4 


This was the great lie of Genesis, and the sons of the evil one are 
spreading the same vicious lies today. Nachash (the serpent) convinced 
the female in the garden that she need not obey the Law of God, and 
today we are also told by false prophets, even though they may be well 
meaning, that the laws of God are dead, and therefore we are dead to 
sin. Remember, God was very specific about His laws and He said: 


"Ye shall not add unto the word which | command you, 
neither shall ye diminish it, that ye may keep the command- 
ments of the LORD your God which | command you." Deut 4:2 


"What thing soever | command you, that shall ye observe 
to do: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it." Deut 
12:32 


God did not state that the things which he commands are just the 
ten commandments. He says "What thing soever | command you." That 
means all laws, statutes, judgments, etc. are commands of God and are 
to be obeyed. If we allow any man, to include government, to add to or 
detract from the law of God, and in so doing obey man rather than God, 
then we have, in fact, pledged our allegiance to a new master for: 


"his servants ye are whom ye obey." (Rom 6:16) 


God commanded the law be followed, but in His wisdom He knew 
we would fall short of the law; therefore, He provided us with the free 
gift of grace. He set us apart by giving us the law to obey, and through 
His gift of grace we are pardoned from breaking those laws which we, 
as mortals, cannot or do not obey. They are not simply covered as with 
the law of the ordinances, they are forgiven. 
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THE PHARISAIC LAW 


The law referred to in "Law v. Grace" is the true law of God --not the 
laws of the ordinances or the traditions of men. There are two forms of 
law: God's Law (the Law of Nature) and man's law (the civil law). The 
history of man’s law is as old as man himself. Man has always sought 
to make his own rules to live by which add, delete, or amend the laws 
of God. In this sense man's laws are of the evil one. Only God can make 
true law and when man attempts to make law, it sooner or later leads to 
disobedience of God's law. lt should also be pointed out that all law is 
moral law, i.e., law determines what is good and evil, and when man 
legislates law, man is determining what is good and evil. However, 
nowhere in Scripture has God given man the authority to make law or 
determine what is good and evil. 


In Genesis God's law forbad eating from the tree of "knowledge of 
good and evil." Nachash (the serpent) came along and convinced the 
woman there was another law, the law of man's reason absent from 
God. Nachash convinced the woman that while the law of God may be 
good, man could expand on God's law, which is also good, and he told 
her: 


".... Ye shall not surely die: 

"For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good 
and evil. 

"And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to 
be desired, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and she 
gave also unto her husband with her, and he did eat." Gen 3:4- 
6 


When the woman reasoned that since the tree was good for food, 
a delight to the eyes, and desirable, she made the determination that 
she could make law (determine for herself what is good). Her law now 
became that the fruit was "good for food" and she did eat. 

The Pharisees had accomplished the same thing by developing 
thousands of laws and traditions (their determinations of good and evil) 
of their own. From the days of Adam and Eve, to the days of Christ, to 
the 20th century nothing has changed: 

And when the man sees that the tree (precepts of man) are good 
for food (welfare of mankind), and that it is equitable to the eyes, and 
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that the tree (precepts of man) is to be desired, we take of the fruit (laws) 
thereof, and do eat (obey); and we give also unto our brethren with us, 
and they do eat (obey). Gen 3:4-6, paraphrased 


While there is some condemnation of the law in scripture, that con- 
demnation is directed towards either the law of the sacrificial ordinan- 
ces or the Pharisaical law -- not the divine laws, statutes, and judgments 
of God. 


The law that Christ was against was not the true law of God but the 
thousands of Pharisaic laws. As stated by the Rev. Barclay: 


The Jewish scribes and Rabbis, beginning from the great 
principles of the ten commandments, had amplified and 
developed the Jewish law until it included tens of thousands 
of little petty regulations covering every moment and action 
of life; and they considered that the keeping of these regula- 
tions was literally a matter of life and death. As an example let 
us take the rules and regulations governing the washing of 
hands. To eat food with unwashed hands was a grave sín 
leading to poverty and disaster. Bread so eaten was no bet- 
ter than filthy, and a Rabbiwho neglected the regulations was 
excommunicated. Now in general this is obviously a good, 
sane and healthy rule. But the hands had to be washed a cer- 
tain way. Water had to be specially kept. At least as much as 
a quarter of a log must be used, that is, enough to fill one and 
a half egg-shells. The water was poured over both hands and 
each hand was cleansed by rubbing it with the fist of the other. 
Finally the hands were held up and the water must run up them 
the length of the wrist and then run off. Then the whole busi- 
ness was repeated but this time The hands were held point- 
ing down, and the water must run off them right down to the 
finger tips. If anything was altered or omitted it was deadly 
sin. No ordinary mortal could continue the everyday business 
of life and observe all these regulations." And Jesus Said, p. 
93-94. 


No wonder Jesus and the Pharisees were always at odds over 
things. Remember that they had tens of thousands of these laws which 
were humanly impossible for the ordinary citizen to obey. God has only 
approximately 759 laws and it is possible to know and obey only 759 
laws. Christ knew the laws of God and obeyed them but He did not keep 
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the tens of thousands of Pharisaic laws, and, in fact, flaunted His dis- 
obedience of them. 

Christ continually chastised the Pharisees because they only kept 
part of the laws. They were particularly good at keeping those laws that 
made them look good in the sight of others. An example of this ts: 


"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
pay tithe of mint, and anise and cummin, and have omitted 
the weightier matters of the law, judgement, mercy, and faith: 
those ought ye to have done, and not to leave the others un- 
done." Matthew 23:23 


Christ did not chastise them for paying a tithe, even of common pot- 
herbs; the problem was they were only keeping those laws that were 
seen by men, which provided them with a human reward (esteem, 
praise, etc.). They completely neglected the weightier laws of judg- 
ments, mercy, and faith, showing that they had no true faith and knew 
or cared nothing of the true nature of God’s law. 


The Pharisees and scribes came to Christ and asked Him: 


"Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the 
elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread." 
Matt 115:2 


The traditions of the elders were those laws such as described 
above by the Rev. Barclay in reference to washing. This is another ex- 
ample of such laws. Christ answered with a story about honoring your 
father and mother. They recognized this law but got around it by creat- 
ing their own law in that they gave everything to the synagogue and they 
had nothing left with which to assist their fathers and mothers. Of this 
practice Christ stated: 


"Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, 

"This people honoreth me with their lips; but their heart is 
far from me. 

"But in vain do they worship me teaching as their doctrines 
the precepts (commandments) of men." Matt 15:7-9 


This is nothing more than obeying the laws of man which serves to: 


".... make void the word (law) of God with your tradition." 
Matt 15:6 
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THE COP-OUT — ROMANS 13 
"Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers." 


First of all, we must understand the uniqueness of this country. This 
is not ancient Rome. There was no Caesar in this country in 1776. 
Washington refused to become king and stated that he would preside 
(be president) until the king (Christ) came. Our forefathers brought forth 
on this continent a new nation under God which was conceived in liber- 
ty (in Christ) and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal. 


Our forefathers made us all kings over our own actions; account- 
able to God -- not man. We are subject to no other or higher power than 
God. God created man, man created the Constitution, the Constitution 
provided for or created government to be a servant of man, and govern- 
ment, of necessity, must have bureaucrats. The power structure is ob- 
vious. 

1. God 

2. Man 

3. Constitution 

4, Government 

5. Bureaucrats 


Therefore in this country "Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers" means that every man is subject to God -- not necessarily all 
governmental authority. Our government was created for only one pur- 
pose -- to serve man -- not to rule over man. 


In ancient Rome this was not the case; Caesar was god unto him- 
self and also the final authority or Law over the people. Caesar was con- 
sidered god and his word was considered as the law of god (Caesar). 
In this country it was intended that the word of God, as exercised by 
and through the People (through the jury), would be the Law -- not the 
word of government (Caesar or the legislature). 


We must also remember that Paul said that rulers are to reward 
good and punish evil. He did not say that rulers were to determine what 
law was and what was good and evil. This places those in authority 
squarely under God in punishing evil and rewarding good -- as deter- 
mined by the laws of God! Only God can determine what is good and 
evil and He has done so and recorded it for our use and benefit in His 
Word. 


20 


It is largely because of the false doctrine of twentieth century 
preachers on Romans 13, influencing the people to obey all the 
"precepts of men," that we have such an ungodly and oppressive sys- 
tem of government strongly resembling the system of Christ's day. 


For those who do not fully understand this concept or desire more 
detail on this subject, we recommend that you obtain Pastor John 
Weaver's four tapes entitled "God and Government" explaining Romans 
13 and related scriptures. (Write for information.) 


God's Purpose In Power (authority) 
Paul went on to define power or authority. He said it was to protect 
good, and he who does good will receive the praise of same, because 
the ruler is God's servant for the people's good. Romans 13:1 continues: 


"For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are 
ordained of God." 


However, what about a Godless authority? In Romans 13:3, Paul 
again makes it clear that the task of authority is to protect the good and 
punish the evil. It is to insure that we have religious liberty so that we 
can fulfill the laws of God. If we do not have civil/religious liberty we can- 
not fulfill the laws of God. (See also | Peter 2:13-14) 


Our forefathers understood this concept and the proper role of 
power as it pertains to government and so did the clergy of the day. A 
sermon preached by Charles Turner in 1773 on Romans 13 had this to 
Say: 


"...when the civil rights of a country receive a shock, it 
may justly render the ministers of God deeply thoughtful for 
the safety of sacred privileges -- for religious liberty is so 
blended with civil, that if one falls, it is not expected that the 
other will continue." Chaplains and Clergy of the Revolution, 
by J. T. Headley, page 5. 


A Russian Christian was arrested and spent 6 1/2 years in jail for 
passing out religious materials in violation of man’s law. After his release 
he escaped to the free world. One of the questions he was asked per- 
tained to Romans 13. Everyone wants to know how a Russian can pass 
out literature in violation of the civil government’s laws. He said it was a 
simple matter: Governments are ordained of God to carry out His will, 
but when governments turn away from God or do not carry out God’s 
will, then that government is no longer ordained of God, and anything 
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decreed by that government in violation of God's laws need not be 
obeyed. 


In other words, if any government limits the body of Christ in its ac- 
tivity, and curbs the witness of Christians, regulates churches, jails min- 
isters, stops home schools, denies the right of liberty (locomotion), 
legislates usury etc., then we are no longer under any obligation to 
honor or be obedient to that government. 


OBEY CHURCH LEADERS — NOT STATE 


Notwithstanding the above arguments Romans 13 is not directed 
at government but the Church or the body of Christ. A plain reading of 
Romans 12 along with 13 will reveal this to be true. Paul states: 


"For as we have many members in one body, and all mem- 
bers have not the same office: 

"So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another. 

"Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to 
the proportion of faith;" Romans 12:4-6 


Paul does a like thing in Eph 4 verses 11 through 16 where he ad- 
dresses the different gifts of the members of the body. It should be ob- 
vious that a "shepherd," "teacher," "deacon," or "elders," etc. would have 
some power and authority and be over some people. In the days of 
Moses it was one over ten, one over etc. 


This same principle is being illustrated in Romans 12. Paul is clear- 
ly talking about the church (members in one body - 4; one body in Christ 
v. 5). Then in verses 6 thought 21 he talks about gifts (vs. 6-8) and of 
those in the body who "ruleth" (v. 8). Then Paul temporarily turns to the 
subject of "love" and gives guidance on behavior within the body and 
then he returns to the problem of how to interact with the rulers of the 
body in verse 1 of Romans 13: 


"Let every soul (person who is not in a position of 
authority) be subject unto the higher powers (persons having 
authority within the body). For there is no power (authority in 
them) but of God: the powers that be (authority of those who 
rule in the body) are ordained of God." 


Verses 2 through 7 simply address this relationship between those 
not in authority within the body and those in authority within the body. 
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The word used in Romans 13:1 for power is the Greek word "ex- 
ouisia" (ex-oo-see'-ah) (Strong's 1849) and comes from 1832 (in the 
sense of ability), privilege, i.e. (subj) force, capacity, competency, 
freedom...authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, right, strength. 

It should be noted that the word "government" does not appear 
among the definitions. 

According to Strong's Concordance, the word "government(s)" 
only appears in the New Testament two times. Once from the Greek 
word "kubernesis" (koo-ber'-nay-sis) (Strong's 2941) which means to 
steer; pilotage, i.e. (fig) directorship (in the church):-government. 


This word is used in the sense of authority or directorship in the 
church - not the civil government. This word is used in Corinthians as 
follows: 


"And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, 
secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, then miracles, then gifts 
of healings, helps, governments, divers kinds of tongues." I 
Cor 12:28 


In this case it is obvious that, as used, the word "government" per- 
tains to church government - not the civil government. 


The second appearance of the word "government" is from the Greek 
word "kuriotes" (koo-ree-ot'ace) from 2962 (supreme in authority) 
meaning mastery, rulers, dominion, government. 


It should be noted that the word comes from the word "kurios" which 
is usually used as a title like God, Lord, master, Sir, Mr. etc. As such it 
is not used towards government but towards any person in power or 
authority. This word appears in II Peter as follows: 


"The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempta- 
tions, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to 
be punished: 

"But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of un- 
cleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are 
they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities." 
Il Pet 2:9-10 KJV Authorized 


This chapter of Peter is basically discussing false prophets and their 
actions. In this regard the use of the word "government" is inappropriate 
as it pertains to those who deny the faith and keep themselves from the 
authority of those in the body of Christ. 
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It should be rendered "dominion" or "ruler." Then it follows the same 
principle outlined in Ephesians 4 and Romans 13. We are to be subject 
to those within the body who are in positions of authority over us. In the 
case of the false prophets they refuse to be a part of the body and there- 
fore separate themselves from authority. These false prophets "walk 
after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government 
(dominion and authority of the rulers in the body of Christ)." 


CONFLICT OF LAW 


A reading of the scriptures leaves one with the impression that there 
are conflicts within the laws of God. This is especially true where the 
Pharisees were always charging Christ with disobeying their laws. 


Christ In Conflict With the Law 

Christ knew the problems of this world and He avoided contact with 
the authorities throughout his ministry. He knew there would be con- 
frontations and He avoided them until His time came. We need not be 
reminded that Christ was always in conflict with those in authority, heal- 
ing on the sabbath and even had the audacity to eat the wrong food on 
the sabbath. The Pharisees could have punished Christ for violations of 
their law, but they failed to do so. We know they had such power be- 
cause when Christ was brought before Pilate and the Pharisees did not 
state what the charge was, Pilate said: 


".... What accusation bring ye against this man? | 

"They answered and said unto him, if this man were not an 
evildoer, we should not have delivered him up unto thee. 

"Pilate therefore said unto them, Take him your-selves, and 
judge him according to your law." John 18:31 


Notice that Pilate told them to judge Christ according to "your" law 
or the "laws of your God" -- not the laws of Caesar. The problem was 
they wanted Christ killed and they did not have the power to do it. Pi- 
late, in trying to find out what was going on, asked Christ if He was king 
of the Jews, to which Christ responded with a question, asking Pilate 
where he obtained such information. Pilate then asked what Christ had 
done. Christ and Pilate had some more dialogue but Pilate could find 
no fault in Christ and so told the Jews. Pilate asked that Christ be 
released because of the custom that he release one prisoner at Pas- 
sover, to which they replied, "Not this man (Christ), but Barabbas." 
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At this point Pilate didn't have very many choices. He had Christ 
scourged and again Pilate brought forth Christ before the Jews, and 
again told them he could find "no crime in him." 


The Jews said: 


"We have a law, and by that law he ought to die,...." John 
19:7 


Isn't this the rhetoric that we hear from society today -- WE HAVE 


didn't seem to matter that the law was wrong. Their position was that 
"man" had a law requiring a punishment and they wanted Christ killed 
because "WE HAVE A LAW." 


20th century "MAN" is no different than the Jews at the time of Christ. 
It matters not that we are citizens of the kingdom of God and "are am- 
bassadors therefore in behalf of Christ (I| Cor 5:20). It matters not to the 
20th century pagan or Christian that man’s laws are contradictory to the 
laws of God and therefore do not pertain to us. The position of the state 
and its servant people (Christians or modern day Pharisees) in general 
is that "WE HAVE A LAW" and we want all violators of man’s law punished 
as the Pharisees wanted Christ punished. 


Pilate -- The Unwilling Judge 
Pilate had hoped that the scourging would have satisfied the Jews, 
but when they replied, "WE HAVE A LAW," he knew he really had a 
problem so he asked Christ: "Whence art thou?" 


Pilate seemed to understand jurisdiction. If Christ would say He was 
from another geographical area not under Pilate’s jurisdiction, then Pi- 
late would have found a way out of his problem. But Christ stood mute. 
This upset Pilate and he told Christ that he had the power to release Him 
or crucify Him. This would, of course, depend upon whether or not Pi- 
late had jurisdiction. 


Christ than answered the jurisdictional question by stating: 


"....Thou would have no power against me, except were 
it given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto 
thee hath greater sin." John 19:11 


Christ knew that all power comes from above, to include evil power, 
but all things happen for the glory of God. More importantly, Christ was 
telling Pilate that Pilate knew that Christ was innocent and therefore Pi- 
late was about to sin. He also knew that Pilate’s act was being done in 
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a degree of ignorance, which in some measure would excuse him, but 
that there was no excuse for those who knew the law and had brought 
Christ before Pilate. They "hath greater sin." 


When Christ said the above to Pilate, he sought to release Christ, 
but he received a large outcry from the Jews and they even accused 
him of not being a friend of Caesar. Pilate did not need such an accusa- 
tion against him as rulers had been relieved for less. Pilate again asked 
the people what Christ had done and their only response was, "Let him 
be crucified." 

Even though Pilate knew that Christ was guiltless, he had a mob on 
his hands. With his rulership in jeopardy he elected to wash his hands 
of the affair: 


"...he took water, and washed his hands before the multi- 
tude, saying, l am innocent of the blood of this righteous man 
(a man obedient to the laws of God): see ye to it (i.e. kill him). 

"And all the people answered and said, His blood be on us, 
and on our children. 

".. Jesus he scourged and delivered to be crucified." Matt 
27:24-26 


20th century society acts as a Pilate when they function as a jury. 
They are afraid of the judge, as Pilate was the people, and deliver the 
victim to government washing their hands of the matter having done 
their civic duty. 


Christ Obeyed the "Higher Authority" 

According to the standards of society today, Christ violated Jewish 
laws of men, and since He was in violation of the law, He deserved to 
die. What rubbish! 

If Christ is the author of all scripture and if He knew and understood 
the principle of Romans 13:1 as obedience to the civil government, why 
was He always breaking the civil laws of man? 

It should be obvious that Christ understood who the "higher 
authority was," and that the higher authority was God. The apostles 
knew and understood the correct principle very well and when they were 
later brought before the council, they said: | 


".... We must obey God rather then men." Acts 5:29 


As explained earlier, the same thing is happening today that hap- 
pened to Christ. Christ knew their laws but He also knew the laws of 
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God, and Christ willfully disobeyed the civil laws of man that were con- 
tradictory to the laws of God. Today, people who obey the laws of God 
and refuse to obey the laws of man will also be persecuted. However: 


"And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them which 
kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 

"And when they bring you before the synagogues, and the 
rulers, and the authorities, be not anxious how or what ye shall 
answer, or what ye shall say: 

"For the Holy Spirit shall teach you in that very hour what ye 
ought to say." Luke 12:4,11-12 


Paul in Conflict With the Law 
The apostles knew that God’s law was to be obeyed, even if it vio- 
lated the laws of government. 
Paul was teaching in the synagogue in Thessalonica and as a result 
the Jews were moved to jealousy, gathered a crowd, and dragged 
Jason and other brethren before the rulers of the city crying: 


"... hese that have turned the world upside down are 
come hither also; Whom Jason hath received: and these all 
act contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is 
another king, one Jesus." Acts 17:6-7 


Paul and his brethren were obviously disobeying the law of Caesar, 
proclaiming that there was one who must be obeyed above Caesar -- 
that being Christ. Yet we are led to believe that Paul meant for us to obey 
all civil governmental authority in accordance with his writing in Romans 
13. 

It might be noted that all the apostles, save John, were killed at the 
hands of civil governments for disobeying the laws of men and obeying 
the higher laws of God. 


SUBJECT TO VS. OBEY 


There is a difference in being subject to a power and obeying a 
power. If we are to obey God, not man, then there is no alternative when 
it comes to obeying other authorities. This does not mean that because 
we obey God rather than obeying man’s law, that we cannot be subject 
to other authority. 

Other authorities do exist and have their own laws and procedures, 
and when other authorities make charges against us, then we are to act 
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ina Godly manner and defend ourselves as children of God. In this man- 
ner we obey God and at the same time are subject to other authorities. 


Paul subjected himselfto the authorities but always obeyed the laws 
of God -- not man. Stephen did the same thing. A reading of their tes- 
timonies provides vivid examples of this simple truth. 


WHOSE LAW — WHICH GOD? 


If you keep the traditions or precepts of man or anyone else’s com- 
mandments (laws), wouldn't that mean you love, are obedient to, and 
serve the creator of those laws? If you keep man’s laws (all of the state 
and federal government laws), do you not then serve the state and the 
federal government? When you change your law from the laws of God 
to the laws of men, aren’t you changing your God? As mentioned ear- 
lier Paul stated: 


"Know ye not, that to whom ye present yourselves as ser- 
vants unto obedience, his servants ye are whom ye obey;..." 
Romans 6:16 


Aren't those who deny God's laws but keep the state's laws wor- 
shiping their lord and master -- the state? Is this what Christ referred to 
as those who teach false doctrines of men: 


"...And ye have made void the word of God because of 
your tradition. 

"But in vain do they worship me, teaching as their doctrines 
the precepts of men." Matt 15:6,9 


Matthew 15:8-9 is a quote from Isaiah which states: 


"And the LORD said, Forasmuch as this people draw nigh 
unto me, and with their mouth and with their lips do they honor 
me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear 
of me is a commandment of men which hath been taught 
them:" Isa 29:13 


Christ understood the necessity of obeying the laws of God in con- 
tradistinction to the laws or "precepts of men" and made the distinction 
quite clear in the above passages. The same problem exists today as 
men look to the heavens and proclaim the name of the Lord as God: 
"But in vain do they worship me, teaching as their doctrines the precepts 
of men." 


No wonder Christ stated: 
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"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will (obey my 
laws) of my Father which is in heaven." Matt 7:21 


Christ introduced this verse by stating: 


"Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves." Matt 7:15 


Christ knew it would be the false prophets that would lead His flock 
from the truth by praising the Lord God and doing the works of the evil 
one by influencing the people to obey the "precepts of men." 


The faulty teaching on Romans 13, i.e., the doctrine of obeying un- 
godly civil governments (precepts of men) over God's law, is nothing 
more than a cop-out. Such doctrines are taught by false prophets in 
sheep's clothing. Being disguised in sheep's clothing they are difficult 
to recognize but Christ told us, "By their fruits ye shall know them." The 
fruit He is referring to is not the amount of people being brought to the 
saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ but the fruit of their works. For ex- 
ample, to whom does a preacher or minister present himself as a ser- 
vant unto obedience? We can identify them and their master as "his 
servants they are whom they obey" (Romans 6:16). Do they obey the 
“precepts of men" or do they obey the laws of God? Do they serve God 
or man (the state)? Do they use spiritualism as another cop-out? 


WHOSE LAW SHALL WE OBEY? 


Consider that it may be wrong to yield to unrighteous claims of the 
state, and may, in fact, be disobedience to God. If we had been a man 
in Holland during WW II with a Jewish wife, and the Nazi Gestapo broke 
into our home seeking her, should we cause her death by telling them 
she is hiding in the attic or should we lie about her whereabouts and at- 
tempt to save her life? To obey government and oppress the church 
would be just as silly as if the Dutch husband had obeyed the German 
occupation forces, or for the Jews to willingly submit to Hitler's orders. 
In reality, the question is not whether a Christian should obey God or 
government, the question is where do we draw the line. 

Scripture records that the Hebrew midwives disobeyed the king of 
Egypt by not killing firstborn males of the Israelites. Was this civil dis- 
obedience to government also disobedience to God? Never! "And God 
dealt well with the midwives;" and "he made them houses" (Ex 1:20-21). 
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In the Book of Joshua we find that Rahab the harlot committed 
treason against the civil government by lying, hiding spies, and helping 
them to escape (Jos 2:3-5). Was treason to civil government treason to 
God? Never! "Rahab was justified by her works" (James 2:25). 


One of the problems with 20th century Christianity is that people do 
not know where and how to draw the line. In a book entitled "Chaplains 
and Clergy of the Revolution" written by J. T. Headley (write for informa- 
tion) the following is recorded: 


"On the 29th of May, 1771, John Tucker, of the First Church 
of Newbury, preached a sermon, taking his text from | Peter, 
2:13, 14,15, 16: ‘Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s sake, whether it be the king as supreme,’ &c. 
This sermon reveals the increased excitement in the 
Colonies, and shows what a more determined and sterner at- 
titude the clergy had taken. While acknowledging that govern- 
ment is the work of man, he declares it derives all its powers 
from God, and hence its enactments must be in accordance 
with his will, and boldly asserts that ‘the people as well as 
their rulers are the proper judges of the civil constitution they 
are under and of their own rights and Principles.’ 

"When he comes to apply the text in requiring submission 
to rulers he enters into a full consideration of what kind of sub- 
mission is due. He says the duties of ruled and ruler are 
reciprocal, and ‘Unlimited submission is not due to govern- 
ment in a free state. There are certain boundaries beyond 
which submission can not be justly required, and should not 
be yielded. They have,’ he says, ‘an undoubted privilege to 
complain of unconstitutional measures in government, and of 
unlawful encroachments upon their rights, and may, while 
they do it with becoming decency, do it with that noble 
freedom and firmness which a sense of wrong joined with the 
love of liberty will inspire.’ 

"Warming with his subject he goes farther, and declares 
that they not only have a right to complain, but that resistance 
may become a duty. He does not, he says, presume to draw 
the line in the present controversy where resistance should 
begin, but declares, 'Sirs, it is not necessary if our constitu- 
tional rights and privileges should be demanded, we should 
readily yield to the unrighteous claim. Should we thus mean- 
ly resign them up, and take in exchange the chains of slavery 
for ourselves and children, could we forgive ourselves? 
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Would our unhappy posterity forgive us? Would we not 

deserve the punishment while we felt the guilt of assassins, 

for having stabbed the vitals of our country?” 

Yes we deserve all the punishment we get, not only from the state 
but from God as well. However, the question becomes will we ever wake 
up? Who will we serve -- God or the world? Christ said: 


"No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon." Matt 
6:24; Luke 16:13 


As stated in Proverbs: 


"They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as 
keep the law contend with them. 

"He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer is an abomination." Proverbs 28:4, 9 


If we "forsake the law" (of God) we "praise the wicked" and if we fail 
to hear the laws (not just commandments) of God even our prayers are 
an abomination unto Him. 

We must keep in mind that all laws, whether they are the precepts 
of man or the laws of God, determine what is good and evil. However, 
only God is capable of determining what is good and evil. 

In addition, the laws of man always impose tyranny. Tyranny is evil 
and all governments in the world today are of the evil one (the 
Babylonian system, read Rev 18) and we, as Christians, must resist evil 
governments or we will be resisting God. Resistance to tyranny is honor 
towards God. 


CONCLUSION 


When God chose Abraham, Isaac, Jacob/Israel, and their descen- 
dants, the nation of Israel, God set them apart from the other nations. 
The thing that set them apart from the other peoples of the world was 
the law of God. God gave them a perfect system of laws and provided 
that the breaking of those laws would be sin and required a penalty to 
be paid for violation of those laws. Nothing has changed God's rules of 
behavior towards man. 

Sin does exist and it is based upon the breaking of rules, and those 
rules are the laws of God. God's Word specifically states: 
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"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: 
for sin is the transgression of the law." 1 John 3:4 


The acceptance of Jesus Christ as personal saviour is not a license 
to violate the commandments, statutes, judgments and other prohibi- 
tions set forth in the scriptures. If anything, the person who has accepted 
Christ should keep the laws of God better than those who do not know 
the saving grace of Christ. Christ stated to his followers that they had to 
do a better job of following the law than the scribes and Pharisees when 
he said: 


"For | say unto you, that except your righteousness(the 
keeping of the law) shall exceed the righteousness of the 
Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter the kingdom of heaven." 
Matt 5:20 


Those who will enter the kingdom of heaven are those whose 
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the Pharisees; righteous- 
ness being the keeping of God's law. Please notice that it does not say 
that those who will enter the kingdom of heaven are those who are 
saved. This is not to imply that being saved comes from keeping the 
law; we simply report what the verse does not say. Keep in mind that 
Christ is addressing His apostles and we should be able to assume that 
they were already saved. 


Just before Christ made this statement He said that He did not come 
to destroy the law. He also stated that He provided for rewards and 
punishments for all who do, or fail to do, respectively, His bidding in 
keeping the law: 


"For truly | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, 
until all is accomplished." 

"Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least com- 
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and 
teach them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." 
Matt 5:18, 19 NASB (Also see Luke 16:17) 


This is not a reference to just the ten commandments. The 
reference, "not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the 
Law, until all (the law) is accomplished" is something more than just the 
ten commandments. The ten commandments do not refer to things 
being accomplished ("until all is accomplished"). The ten command- 
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ments are rules that state how man shall act towards God and man. 
They do not address future happenings (things which will be ac- 
complished) as those things are addressed by Moses and the prophets 
in the form of prophecy which is also law. The reference to "these least 
commandments" in verse 19 is a part of "the (whole) law" mentioned in 
verse 18. The whole law is the commandments, statutes, judgments, 
and includes the prophecies of Moses and the prophets. 


Notice that both groups of people are in the kingdom of heaven; it 
is just that some are "least in the kingdom" and others "shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven." 


The Pharisees were keeping the letter of the law along with a few 
thousand of their own laws, but not the true laws of God or the "spirit of 
the law." They were keeping the law in order to look good in the eyes of 
men, not to please God. Like so many Christians today, they were 
spiritual hypocrites. 


The bottom line should be obvious. The question is -- do we want 
to be called "least" or "great" in the kingdom of heaven? Joshua instructs 
us to "choose you this day whom ye will serve (obey)" (Joshua 24:15) 
and in so doing: 


"Know ye not, that to whom ye present yourselves as ser- 
vants unto obedience, his servants ye are, whom ye obey; 
whether of sin (transgression of the law) unto death, or of 
obedience (of the law) unto righteousness?" Romans 6:16 


IF YOU CHANGE YOUR LAW, YOU CHANGE 
YOUR GOD! 
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APPENDIX A 
LAW OR RITUAL? 


The following is extracted from a pamphlet entitled "America Needs 
the Divine Law," written by Dr. J. Franklin Snook, and distributed by 
America's Promise, PO Box 30000, Phoenix, AZ 85046. 


In most instances the translators of the King James, or Authorized, 
Version translated the Greek or Hebrew word that referred to any or 
several portions of the law or rituals as "law." That we may understand 
that the writers of the New Testament recognized the divisions of the 
law, let us compare some verses from the King James (K.J.) translation 
with the same verses from a later, more accurate translation, the Ferrar 
Fenton (F.F.). 

Galatians 4:21 

K.J. Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the 
law?" 

F.F. Tell me, you who wish to be under a ritual, do you not hear the 
law? 

Galatians 5:2-4 

K.J. For | testify again to every man that is circumcised that he is a 
debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, 
whosoever of you are justified by the law, ye are fallen from grace. 

F.F. And | assert again, to every circumcised man, that he is bound 
to practice the whole ritual. Whoever of you are made righteous by a 
ritual, you are detached from Christ, you are fallen from the gift. 

Galatians 5:18 
K.J. But if you are led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
F.F. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under a ritual. 
Romans 3:20-22 

K.J. Therefore, by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be jus- 
tified in HIS sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the 
righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by 
the law and the prophets. 

F.F. Therefore, by the practice of a ritual, none can be made 
righteous; yet, however, a recognition of sin comes by means of the law. 
But now, without a ritual, a Divine righteousness is exhibited, attested 
by the law and the prophets. 
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Romans 3:27-28, 31 

K.J. (Question to Paul) Where is boasting then? (Paul) It is excluded. 
(Question) By what law? of works? (Paul) Nay: but by the law of faith. 
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds 
of the law...Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: 
yea, we establish the law. 

F.F. (Question to Paul) Where then is our pride? (Paul) It is banished. 
(Question) By what law? by the rituals? (Paul) No! but by a law of faith. 
Therefore we have argued that a man may be righteous by a faith dis- 
tinct from a law of rituals... Then you will say, we destroy the law for the 
sake of the faith? Never! On the contrary, we corroborate the law. 

Romans 9:31 

K.J. But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath 
not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Because they 
sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. 


F.F. But Israel, pursuing a ritual for righteousness, has not entered 
into a righteous law. For what reason? Because they sought it not from 
faith, but as if from rituals. 

These verses are a small sampling but are sufficient to demonstrate 
that "law," as used in the King James New Testament, is a word too all- 
inclusive for clarity. It should be evident from the foregoing examples 
that "rituals" is a better translation in many cases. 

An analytical study of the scriptures will prove conclusively to the 
honest mind, that under the Old Covenant, justification (forgiveness of 
past sins) was obtained by the ritual of the sacrifice (works of the law in 
the K.J.), which was a type of the future sacrifice of Jesus Christ, but 
which required positive physical action (works of the ritual) on the part 
of the individual. But now that the anti-type, Jesus Christ, has fulfilled 
the ritual of the sacrifice, justification comes by faith in Him, not in the 
works of the ritual, which He abolished by fulfillment. 


All Christians agree that the ritual has been fulfilled and abolished 
by Jesus Christ; but not all have understood that many of Paul’s referen- 
ces to the "law" in the King James translation, were referring ONLY TO 
THE RITUALS, which were added because of the transgression of the 
LAW, and that those rituals, while temporarily typifying the work of 
Christ, could not annul the promise of the coming of Christ and the 
redeeming of Israel. Neither could the taking away of the rituals alter the 
law, which was from the creation. 
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